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A Mark of Success and Stability

E.F. Hodgson’s mail-order houses of the 1930s were the essence of
the American Dream - so much so, even the Rockefellers, DuPonts,
Vanderbilts and Astors had one

Before Richard W. Sears and before Aaron Montgomery Ward, there was E. F.
Hodgson, whose prefabricated homes were one of the most important economic
forces in pre-World War Il America.

In their book Portable and Prefabricated Houses of the Thirties: The E.F.
Hodgson Company 1935 and 1939 Catalogs, An Unabridged Reprint, authors
Paul H. and James B. Tedesco have unearthed a treasure trove of little-remem-
bered Americana: Catalogs, advertisements, and blueprints of E. F. Hodgson’s
prefabricated homes.

From the small New England town of Dover, Massachusetts, Hodgson'’s high-
guality homes shapped agrarian America to attention. Railway’s inroads made an
entirely new market available to companies like E.F. Hodgson, whose trade-
marked WIGWARM frame construction took Washington cedar and fir, three
coats of forest green or medium brown paint, and simple key bolt assembly for
one or two men to make a durable home in a day or two.

The American Dream was hardly confined to North American shores. Hodgson
homes became a hallmark of international prestige with clients in Belgium, Italy,
France, Newfoundland, and Jerusalem. Indeed, the homes were so flexible and
cleverly designed that they were used for everything from military barracks to for-
eign embassies.

The Tedescos life-long affection for Dover history is beautifully displayed in their
book, which features photographs from the era, original bills of sale, letters from
dignitaries and the very wealthy, and an historical timeline from 1871-1948.

Though long lost to history, the catalogs, photographs and stories in Portable and
Prefabricated Houses of the Thirties are an invaluable look at how small busi-
nesses played - and still play - an important role in the United States economy.
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